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Trim your energy costs this holiday
WITH THE HOLIDAYS right around the 
corner, Santee Electric wants to share 
some helpful tips for how to save energy 
this holiday season. Electric bills can 
increase during this time of the year for 
a variety of reasons, from holiday gath-
erings to shorter days and longer nights. 
Here are 10 tips to help you save energy 
this holiday season:

1. �Set your thermostat to 68 degrees 
or cooler to give your heating 
system a break.

2. �Replace your HVAC filters regularly. 
Check filters monthly to make sure 
they’re not too dirty. 

3. �Open blinds and other window 

coverings to let natural light in to 
warm your home. 

4. �Wash your clothes in cold water.

5. �Clean oven burners regularly.

6. �Match the pan size to the burner 
you are using.

7. �Use small appliances like slow 
cookers and toaster ovens when 
possible.

8. �Unplug your small kitchen appli-
ances when they are not in use.

9. �If you are going out of town, unplug 
electronics that still use energy 
such as TVs, gaming consoles and 
chargers.

10. �Choose LED lights. LED holiday 
lights use less energy and can last 
up to 40 seasons. Another bonus of 
LED lights is that they are easier to 
install. You can connect more LED 
lights than traditional Christmas 
lights without overloading the wall 
socket.

Bonus Tip: One of the best ways you 
can save energy and stay warm is to 
caulk and weatherstrip areas that typ-
ically need sealing. Sealing around 
windows and doors, plumbing, duct work 
and areas where electrical wiring comes 
through the walls, floors and ceilings will 
help keep the cold air out and your elec-
tric bill low. 
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Aligning economic development
Santee Electric is working to encourage economic development in its service territory
BY: RONALD CARTER, MANAGER, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND 
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS

THE TERM “ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT” has been misused on 
many occasions to describe projects that are promoted as 
being for the public good. Some people think of infrastructure 
projects and government spending when they hear “economic 
development.” Some think of job creation. Others think of fac-
tories and other major capital investment projects. All of these 
are elements; but without coordination, they are just a grocery 
list of projects. 

Your cooperative has supported economic development 
activities and organizations for 81 years. Much of that support 
was traditionally limited to building electrical infrastructure 
and providing donations to economic development groups. 
From there, things just kind of worked out. Things are dif-
ferent now. The competitive environment is faster paced and 
tougher than ever. British novelist L.P. Hartley wrote, “The past 
is a foreign country; they do things differently there.” With 

thousands of communities competing for economic develop-
ment investments, the only way to bring attention to our area 
is to have all of the elements of economic development aligned. 

First, SEC has taken a more active role in the identification 
and development of industrial parks and buildings, investing 
time and financial resources and coordinating with county gov-
ernments. We are making sure that our financial resources are 
invested and leveraged for greater purposes. If we can turn one 
SEC dollar into three dollars, much can be accomplished. 

Second, SEC has been increasing its messaging to ensure 
that the right groups are aware of what we can offer new and 
expanding companies. Concern for Community is one of the 
cooperative governing principles. Taking an active role in the 
identification, recruitment and incentivization of prospec-
tive industries that create jobs for our members sends a strong 
message. This will benefit the counties through increased 
tax bases and will help our members with new or better job 
opportunities. Another reason that your cooperative supports 

SEC supports development of 
four industrial parks
Santee Electric has partnered with 
Clarendon, Florence, Georgetown and 
Williamsburg counties to develop 
four industrial parks within its 
territory: 

1. Scranton Industrial Park 
(Florence County) Through 
a partnership with 
Florence County 
and NESA, 
a regional 
economic 
development 
group, SEC and 
its statewide 
economic devel-
opment group, the SC 
Power Team, have invested in developing the 
150-acre Scranton Industrial Park. This Class A industrial 
park will feature two 100,000-square-foot building pads and 
an onsite SEC substation.

2. Williamsburg County Co-op Commerce Center SEC 
has a substation, Community Solar field and major infrastruc-
ture in the Williamsburg Cooperative Commerce Center. 

Williamsburg County recently sold its 50,000 square foot 
spec building and needs a replacement. SEC has submit-
ted an offer to assist them.

3. Clarendon County Industrial Park SEC is part-
nering with Clarendon County to construct a new 

50,000 square foot industrial speculative building in 
Manning. The Clarendon County Industrial Park 

has been one of the most successful parks on 
our system but currently lacks an available 

spec building. 
4. Georgetown County Business 
Center SEC is working with 

Georgetown County to promote 
the Georgetown County 

Business Center and will invest in 
updating engineering due dili-

gence on the property. Additionally, 
SEC is working with Georgetown 

County to develop the Pennyroyal 
Industrial Park (not shown on map), 

a unique asset that will bring major 
opportunities to the area.
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economic development is that the custom-
ers we pursue in those efforts buy as much 
power when costs are low as they do during 
peak periods, when costs are highest. That 
helps us keep our overall cost of power—and 
your rates—as low as possible. 

Lastly, we are strengthening relationships 
with allies that can help us move toward 
our goals. Relationships with county admin-
istrators, economic development directors, 
regional alliances like NESA and Central SC 
and the South Carolina Power Team have 
been key in helping SEC with its goals. SEC 
also has seats on our counties’ economic 
development boards to be more involved 
and up to date. We are getting more directly 
involved in all elements of economic 
development. 

Before we wrap this subject up, we want 
to be clear that we are doing all of this 
without impacting the price that you pay for 
electric service.

Ronald Carter, manager of economic development and government relations at 
SEC (right), joins Jamie Frost, senior vice president of community preparedness 
at the South Carolina Power Team, for a visit to one of the  
construction sites in SEC territory. The strong partnership  
between SEC and the Power Team has made many  
of these projects possible.
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The master planned Class A Scranton Industrial Park in Florence County includes two 100,000-square-foot building pads, railroad access, a regional stormwater 
system and an on-site electrical substation. The master plan allows for more than 1 million square feet of building area, parking and truck courts, which could 
support up to 1,000 jobs.
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At home, at work, or at play— your account
is at your finger tips with Santee Electr ic’s

SMARTHUB 
APP

(800) 922-1604 • santee.org

Install the SmartHub app from the App Store or 
Google Play. For your convenience, SmartHub can 
be used on mobile devices and personal computers. 
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